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Tuesday, July 21, 2020 
 
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM will 
continue to be a source of reliable information, education and models for 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  As the pace of new 
information and changes has slowed and out of respect for the volume of 
everyone’s communications, we will be changing the frequency of our 
newsletter to once per week. 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
David Markenson, M.D., M.B.A. 
Director 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
 
COVID-19 Statistics 
 Total Cases Total Deaths Total Recovered Total Tested 
Worldwide 14,655,405 609,198 8,227,804 No Data 
United States 3,825,153 140,957 1,131,121 46,469,524 
New Jersey 176,963 15,715 31,448 1,802,874 
New York 407,326 32,506 72,229 5,164,812 
 
Connecticut 48,055 4,406 8,466 657,293 
Information as of 7/21/20 at 0000 EDT. Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  
United States COVID-19 Case Map / GIS 
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Updates 
 
 Coordinating volunteers to support local public health response to COVID-19. 
 Conducting research and analysis of current events and COVID-19 response to 
identify strengths and areas for improvement in other regions. 
 Updating and developing new programs to provide enhanced education on 
public health emergencies including pandemics. 
 Redesigning summer fellowship in disaster and emergency medicine to better 
address preparedness skills, lessons learned and highlight the importance of 
high-fidelity simulation in medical education while finding new focus on 
pandemic-related research projects. 
 Exploring course development opportunities in infection prevention and control 
for frontline responders in the hospital and in the field. 
 Serving as a source of information for COVID-19 related concerns or questions 
regarding public health, emergency medical service (EMS), public safety and 
healthcare response.  
 Local networking and pandemic response analysis for New York’s tri-state area, 




 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) calls on Americans to wear masks to 
prevent COVID-19 spread. Americans are increasingly adopting the use of cloth face masks 
to slow the spread of COVID-19, and the latest science may convince even more to do so. 
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0714-americans-to-wear-masks.html  
 On July 15, CDC Director Robert Redfield and HHS Chief Information Officer Jose Arrieta 
provided an update for members of the media on HHS efforts to gather and disseminate 
real-time hospital data on COVID-19. https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s0716-
covid-19-data.html  
 CDC announced the extension of a No Sail Order for cruise ships through September 30, 
2020. This order continues to suspend passenger operations on cruise ships with the 
capacity to carry at least 250 passengers in waters subject to U.S. jurisdiction. 
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s0716-cruise-ship-no-sail-order.html  
 The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced it is allocating an additional $400 
million of its coronavirus relief funding to enhance the department’s emergency relief 
response for Veterans experiencing or at risk of homelessness during the coronavirus 
pandemic. https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5487  
 
The White House 
The President’s 30 Days to Slow the Spread ended on April 30. President Trump has unveiled 
Guidelines for Opening Up America Again, a three-phased approach based on the advice of 
public health experts. These steps will help state and local officials when reopening their 
economies, getting people back to work, and continuing to protect American lives.  
View the Guidelines and obtain additional information regarding Opening Up America Again: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/  
 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html 
 








National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
 






United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
The latest overall information about COVID-19:  
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-
emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19  
 FDA Issues Daily Update for July 20, 2020, including FDA-authorized 186 tests 




 Immediately in Effect Guidance on Coronavirus (COVID-19) Diagnostic Tests 




 FDA’s Coronavirus Treatment Acceleration Program 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-voices/update-and-behind-scenes-fdas-
coronavirus-treatment-acceleration-program 








Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html  
For daily updates of cases in United States: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html 
 
CDC’s updated weekly COVID-19 surveillance report: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview.html  
 
CDC’s updated information on Testing in the United States: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/testing-in-us.html  
 
CDC’s guidance on Contact Tracing: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/php/open-america/contact-tracing.html  
 
CDC’s Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html  
 
CDC Director Dr. Robert R. Redfield and HHS Chief Information Officer Jose Arrieta 
Remarks on HHS Protect 
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s0716-covid-19-data.html 
 




To view the latest information on clinical trials regarding COVID-19: 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19  
 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 













 Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced an emergency rental assistance program 
that will help keep low-income families throughout New York in their homes. The 
program, which is designed to reach those individuals and families with the greatest 
need, will provide direct aid for tenants who lost income due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The program is funded through the Coronavirus Relief Fund, which is 
part of the CARES Act. https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-
announces-new-covid-rental-assistance-program  
 New York State announced that the Special Enrollment Period for uninsured New 
Yorkers will be extended for another 30 days, through August 15, 2020, as the State 
continues to provide supportive services during the COVID-19 public health 
crisis. New Yorkers can apply for coverage through NY State of Health, New York 
State's health insurance marketplace, or directly through insurers. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/part-new-yorks-ongoing-response-covid-19-
pandemic-governor-cuomo-announces-special-health  
 Governor Cuomo announced new regulations for bars and restaurants in New York 
City to ensure they are complying with state social distancing and face covering 
orders. As part of the 'Three Strikes and You're Closed' initiative, any establishment 
that receives three violations will be closed for business. Egregious violations can 
result in immediate loss of liquor license or closure before a third strike. Additionally, 
any establishment facing disciplinary charges by the State Liquor Authority will have 
its name and location posted publicly and updated on a weekly basis. If the state is 
alerted to similar noncompliance in other regions of the state, these restrictions will 
be extended to those areas immediately. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-new-regulations-
bars-and-restaurants-ensure-compliance-state-social  
 Governor Cuomo announced that the team of global health experts advising New 
York State's reopening strategy has thoroughly reviewed the data for New York City 
and has cleared it to enter Phase Four of reopening without any additional indoor 
activity, such as malls and cultural institutions, beginning on July 20. Every region of 
New York State will now be in Phase Four of reopening. New York Forward 
guidance for Phase Four reopening can be found at https://forward.ny.gov/phase-
four-industries  
 
New York State Department of Health (DOH) 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home  
Latest information about COVID-19 testing: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing#overview 
List of positive cases by county in New York State: 
https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19Tracker-
Map?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n  
NYS DOH Weekly healthcare provider update: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/weekly-health-provider-webinar  
View New York State’s Regional Monitoring Dashboard regarding the seven metrics needed to 
reopen:  
https://forward.ny.gov/regional-monitoring-dashboard 





 Governor Phil Murphy unveiled his Administration’s plan to address unmet pre-K-to-
12 student technological needs in New Jersey schools, commonly referred to as “the 
digital divide.” Efforts to ensure reliable internet connectivity and access to one-to-
one digital devices are critical as we look ahead to the 2020-2021 school year and 
the reopening of schools, many of which are preparing reopening plans employing a 
hybrid schedule of both in-person and continued remote learning due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 
pandemic. https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200716a.shtml  
 Governor Murphy signed into law the “New Jersey COVID-19 Emergency Bond Act,” 
which authorizes the state to borrow up to $9.9 billion to address the unprecedented 
fiscal crisis that has arisen as a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic. Under the 
law, the state has the authority to issue bonds totaling $2.7 billion for the remainder 
of the extended Fiscal Year 2020, which runs through September 30, 2020, and up 
to an additional $7.2 billion for the nine-month Fiscal Year 2021 that runs from 
October 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021, for a combined amount of up to $9.9 billion 
to be issued over the two periods. 
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200716b.shtml  
 Acting to ensure greater oversight and accountability in the state’s administration of 
federal COVID-19 resources, Governor Murphy signed Executive Order No. 166, 
which establishes the Governor’s Disaster Recovery Office and COVID-19 
Compliance and Oversight Task Force. 
https://www.nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-166.pdf  
 Governor Murphy signed Executive Order No. 168, allowing the resumption of 
contact practices and competitions in outdoor settings for organized sports defined 
as “high risk” by the New Jersey Department of Health’s “Guidance for Sports 
Activities.” https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200720b.shtml  
 
Connecticut 
 On July 15, Governor Ned Lamont announced that he has submitted a request to the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security to extend support for the Connecticut National 
Guard’s statewide response to the COVID-19 pandemic through December 31, 2020. 
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/07-
2020/Governor-Lamont-Requests-Extension-of-Connecticut-National-Guard  
 Governor Lamont issued a proclamation calling the Connecticut General Assembly to 
meet in special session beginning Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. 
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/News/20200717-Call-of-July-2020-






Local Updates  
 
New York Blood Center (NYBC) 
 
As COVID-19 Cases Surge Throughout the Country, NYBC Calls on Recovered New Yorkers to 




New York City (NYC) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)  
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page  
 
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19 information for providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov /site/doh/covid/covid-19-prov iders.page  
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19: Restart for Businesses: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-businesses-and-facilities.page  
 
NYC DOHMH’s Reopening NYC FAQs: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-reopening-nyc-faq.pdf  
 
NYC DOHMH’s updated summary regarding quarantine, isolation and transmission: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-quarantine-precautions.pdf 
 
NYC DOHMH’s updated FAQs for health care providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-faqs.pdf 
 
NYC DOHMH 2020 Health Alert #22: Help Prevent Heat-Related Illness and Death Among Heat- 
 
Vulnerable People During the COVID-19 Pandemic: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/han/alert/2020/covid-19-heat-vulnerable.pdf 
 





Westchester County Department of Health 
 
For the latest COVID-19 information in Westchester: 
https://health.westchestergov.com/2019-novel-coronavirus 
 
For the latest daily briefing on July 13th from County Executive George Latimer: 
https://www.westchestergov.com/home/all-press-releases/8562-july-20-westchester-county-
executive-george-latimer-gives-covid-19-briefing 
Putnam County Department of Health 
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/ 
 
Dutchess County Department of Health 
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm 
 
Orange County Department of Health 
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1906/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information 
 







The latest information on agency prevention and treatment guidance:  
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-prevention-and-treatment-guidance/  
 
Updated GNYHA Public Health Agency Supply Management Guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-surveillance-and-testing-treatment-guidance-2/ 
 
Updated GNYHA Public Health Surge Planning Guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/agency-surge-planning-guidance/ 
 
GNYHA Members Deploy to Houston to Help with COVID-19 Testing 
https://www.gnyha.org/news/gnyha-members-deploy-to-houston-to-help-with-covid-19-testing/ 
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Media 
 
New York Medical College Leadership News: 





Marina K. Holz, Ph.D., dean of the Graduate School of Basic Medical Sciences and 
professor of cell biology and anatomy 
  
Faculty News: 
In Creating a Plan for Telehealth for the Pandemic, State Officials and Health Leaders 
May Change How Medicine Is Delivered Forever 




Ira J. Bedzow, Ph.D., associate professor of medicine and director of the Biomedical Ethics 
and Humanities Program 
 





Neil W. Schluger, M.D., the Barbara and William Rosenthal Chair of the Department of 
Medicine 
  




Neil W. Schluger, M.D., the Barbara and William Rosenthal Chair of the Department of 
Medicine 
  





Neil W. Schluger, M.D., the Barbara and William Rosenthal Chair of the Department of 
Medicine 
  
New Studies Clarify Which Drugs Help, Hurt for COVID-19: A Look at the Big Three 








Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New 
York Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the 
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of 
this newsletter.  
 
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the 







New York Medical College 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
7 Dana Road Suite 511 
Valhalla, New York 10595 
914-594-1750 
https://www.nymc.edu/center-for-disaster-medicine/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
